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Transparency is a foundation of sound economic
governance
“Sunlight is said to the best of disinfectants; electric light the most efficient
policeman”—U.S. Supreme Court Justice Louis D. Brandeis (1963)
“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not his own facts.“—U.S.
Senator and former Harvard Professor Daniel Patrick Moynihan (1983)
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The woeful state of transparency in the world
trading system
Missing, incomplete, and late notifications by governments to the World
Trade Organization on all manner of trade policies.
G20 members starve WTO staff of information on trade policies.
No international organisation has been given a mandate to systematically
collect information on non-tariff barriers.
No international organisation seeks to assemble comprehensive
information on subsidies and related forms of state intervention.
These outcomes are by design—they are not an accident. These
outcomes were evident well before China bashing became frequent.
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Problem 1: Governments publish lots of
information that is not easy to find or to use.
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Problem 2: IOs collect incomplete lists of poorly
structured information on trade policies
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The Illusion of Information Access:
Serious Adverse Consequences for Societies
Fundamentally, the public is denied information to hold governments
accountable—and the media doesn’t have the resources anymore to carefully
track government actions. Our democracies suffer as a result.
Some politicians make false claims about foreign governments which are hard
to counter due to a lack of reliable, trusted information. Mistrust deepens—
which reduces flows of knowledge, ideas, and best practices and threatens
prosperity and health.

High quality information is hoarded by the powerful for the benefit of the few—
this discredits globalization and the opportunities it creates for individuals.
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How the Global Trade Alert collects
information on trade policy
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We’ve published over 40,000 reports on policy
intervention affecting cross-border commerce
TOTAL NUMBER OF TRADE POLICY INTERVENTIONS PUBLISHED ON THE GTA
SITE
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How we collect and process information on
relevant public policy changes
Submissions can be rejected or revisions required
at either stage

Source
information on
in-scope policy
changes

Unilateral policy
intervention in
scope but not
TBT and SPS
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Document and
tag
information on
policy change

First round
review (check
if 7 tests have
been met)

Taxonomy of 61
policy
intervention
types; 97.6% of
all interventions
documented from
official sources

See GTA
Handbook for
details of 7
tests—
importance of
Relative
Treatment Test

Second review
before
publication

Postpublication
updates &
checks

Done before
publication of
GTA reports
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Most important tags on each policy intervention
Implementing jurisdiction (customs territory).
Level of government responsible.

Type of policy intervention.
Firms eligible.
Date policy intervention came into force.
Date policy intervention lapsed.
HS codes implicated (where relevant)

Where possible,
automated
identification of
Affected Trading
Partners follows

CPC sectoral codes implicated (where relevant).
Assessment of change in relative treatment.
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Three common uses of GTA data
Analysis and policy
recommendations

Data extraction
and presentation

Searches
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Trade restrictions & the COVID-19 pandemic:
Data from our latest monthly update
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Let’s take trade policy out of the Dark Ages
The information base to guide trade policymaking is thin and very
selective—it is that way because it suits the interests of many.

The consequence is skewed trade policy assessments, unnecessary trade
tensions, and, dare I say it, misleading academic analyses of trade policy
and well-intentioned but misdirected training of students and officials.
We can and must do better. Our prosperity depends in part on this.
We need to join forces to bring the Enlightenment to contemporary
commercial policy along the key dimensions of international trade.
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Want to learn more?
Use our website: www.globaltradealert.org
Consult the GTA Handbook (scroll down this URL):
https://www.globaltradealert.org/data_extraction
Extract full dataset from https://www.globaltradealert.org/data_extraction
Read GTA analysis: https://www.globaltradealert.org/reports
Use specially tailored GTA information collection projects—such as the
Essential Goods Monitoring Initiative:
https://www.globaltradealert.org/reports/54
Contact us for special data requests: data@globaltradealert.org
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